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ABSTRACT OF THF. DISCLOSURE 
A digital copier and method of processing images in which the images are 
lipulated and processed utilizing smaller blocks of the image. By working with smaller 
blocks, the image processing may begin before an entire image is scanned or before the entire 
5 image is loaded into a memory or buffer. Further, when printing, the start of the printing 

process may begin as soon as a row of the smaller blocks is completed without waiting for the 
generation of the entire manipulated image. The blocks are preferably an integral multiple of 
the size of a size of a direct memory access buffer, or alternatively, are of a size which may be 
divided into the size of the direct memory access buffer an integral number of times or are a 
1 0 multiple of the size of the direct memory access buffer. The image processing functions 
which may be performed include rotation of the image, flipping the image about an axis 
parallel to a sub-scan direction, logically combining the images by performing functions such 
as an AND function or an OR function, or generating an image by repeatedly using all or part 
of another image. 


-47- 


